


#TheCivicPanto

Step into a world of enchantment and adventure as Belle, 
longing for something more, is whisked away to a 

mysterious castle. But this isn’t just any castle - it’s alive 
with wonder, laughter, and a touch of chaos, thanks to the 

Civic Panto’s beloved comedy duo, Tickles & Dottie!

Join us for a spellbinding tale filled with magic, mischief, 
and plenty of panto fun at  this years spectacular and 

hilarious Civic Panto.

This is our FAVOURITE time of year and we cannot wait to 
welcome you all.

       From all @ #TeamCivic

The Civic & Rob Murphy Present
A TALE AS OLD AS TIME



Donal Sheils - CEO/Artistic Director

Rob Murphy - Panto Director
Welcome to Tickles, Beauty & The Beast, our 2025 Civic Panto 
production! I am deeply grateful to my incredible creative team, to Alan 
McGrath for his flawless choreography that fills our stage with energy 
and joy, and to Elaine Gallagher for her stunning musical direction. They 
are both a dream to work alongside. To our amazing cast and young 
ensemble, your commitment, enthusiasm, and talent have been 
inspiring. To Andrew Reddy, whose beautiful costumes bring colour and 
magic to every scene, and to our exceptional stage management
team, Kyra and Bea, who keep everything running seamlessly behind the curtain, thank you. 
A special mention to Fionn and Vinny on lighting and sound with Tara operating an absolute 
pivotal role in creating the production you see. To Pauline, our wonderful chaperone, for taking 
such care of our young dancers, and to all the parents for your patience, time, and dedication 
to our busy rehearsal schedule. Finally, heartfelt gratitude to Team Civic, led by Donal Shiels, 
whose unwavering support, passion, and belief in Panto make it the success it is year after year.
Thank you for joining us and supporting live theatre. 
Sit back, relax, and let the magic of A Tale As Old As Time: Tickles, Beauty & The Beast sweep 
you away!

Rob Murphy

Donal Sheils

Welcome to Tickles, Beauty and the Beast - The Civic’s 2025 Panto!
After the great success of last year’s production, we knew we wanted 
to go even bigger, brighter, and bolder this year. So this year we’ve 
increased the scale of our show to bring you more colour, more music, 
more laughter, and even more magic. Pantomime is a tradition deeply 
loved, and we’re proud to build on that legacy with a production full of 
heart, fun, and festive sparkle.  One of the best-known, and 
certainly the most joyful traditions is audience participation. It’s the 
moment when young and old become part of the show, shouting out 
the catchphrases that have been passed down through generations.

That shared energy, that roar of “Oh yes you will!” echoing through the auditorium, is what makes 
pantomime unlike any other theatrical experience. Our Co-Producer and Director, Rob Murphy, has 
assembled a brilliant creative team and a wonderfully talented, experienced cast who bring enormous 
warmth, comedy, and imagination to this year’s story. For many children, this is their first experience of 
live theatre and we want to make sure it’s special and lasts forever.  So join in, shout loud, laugh loudly, 
boo, cheer, and let yourself be swept up in the fun. This is your panto as much as ours. Enjoy the show, 
and don’t forget to have a truly magical festive season at The Civic!

Enjoy the show!

Enjoy!



Cast
Kevin Keeley as  Tickles 

Robert Downes as Dame Dottie

Adam O’Shea as Gaston

Ríona Keogh as Belle

Tim Landers as Borris

Austin Prebula as The Beast

Sarah Harvey as The Enchantress

Understudies
Male Understudy Dara Reilly 

Female Understudy Abbie Finn



Meet The Cast
Kevin Keeley -  Tickles

Robert is a Dublin based actor, writer, creative producer, director and 
drama facilitator. He is a graduate of TU Dublin’s BA Drama Performance 
course and NUI Galway’s MA in Drama Studies. He is also artistic director 
of SQUAD Productions Dublin- a theatre company that creates original 
and socially engaged theatre experiences for Irish audiences. Robert 
works for Smock Alley Theatre as a Creative Producer and Cultural 
Engagement liaison with a focus on community arts and new writing for 
the professional stage. He has always loved panto and is and is only 
deliria to be back at the Civic for ‘Tickles, Beauty and the Beast!’.

Robert Downes  - Dame Dottie

A Tallaght native, Kevin has been in the show business industry for many 
years having been one of the lucky ones to star in the 20th 
anniversary spotlight production of ‘Bugsy Malone’ in The Olympia 
Theatre at the age of 11. From there he continued his love for acting and 
played a principal role in many shows over the years before becoming 
a finalist on the voice of Ireland mentored by Sharon Corr of the Corrs. 
Kevin has worked alongside some of Ireland’s most well-known talents

in the show business industry as well as having toured The States in 2019 as a backing vocalist for Celtic 
Woman. Kevin also plays the role of ‘Wiggles’ in The annual Civic Halloween Spooktacular. This year he 
is absolutely buzzing to return to his role for the fifth year as the firm family favourite character Tickles in 
this year’s Civic Panto. Celebrating his very own 21st year in the showbiz industry.

Adam O’Shea - Gaston
Adam Michael O’Shea is an Irish actor from Waterford with a strong 
background in musical theatre. He graduated from London Studio 
Centre, where he received the Sheila O’Neill Award for most outstanding 
all-around student. Past recipients of this award include actor Luke 
Evans and Elizabeth Hurley. Adam’s musical theatre credits include 
playing Mutt in the multi-award-winning ‘Kinky Boots’, where he worked 
with renowned Broadway director and choreographer Jerry Mitchell. 
Other roles include Max in ‘Cabaret’ and Mike in ‘Oklahoma!’

For the past three years, Adam has been a member of The Celtic Harps, touring globally. He was also a 
contestant on ‘The Voice UK 2024’, where The Celtic Harps were recognized as the Best New 
International Group at the Celtic Music Awards. Adam has been focusing on his music career, including 
his debut charity Christmas single ‘Christmas in Galway’, which received national and global recognition 
including a HotPress magazine award as an upcoming artist to watch. Adam is delighted to be joining the 
cast of ‘Tickles, Beauty and the Beast’ as Gaston at The Civic theatre and can’t wait to hear all your boos!



Ríona Keogh - Belle
Ríona is from Rathfarnham, Dublin and is so delighted to be playing 
Belle in the Civic Panto this year! Ríona holds a BA (Hons) Degree in 
Music & English and a MSc (Hons) from UCD and trained in Classical 
Voice at the T.U Conservatoire of Music & Drama. Whilst studying at 
UCD, she was an active member of UCD Musical Society, playing Hope 
Cladwell in ‘Urinetown’, Vocally Directing ‘Gypsy’ and Musically 
Directing/ Assistant Directing ‘Rocketman’ (Musical Theatre 
Intervarsities). Ríona is currently a member of HXT Musical Society and 
performed at The Civic as Wednesday Addams in ‘The Addams Family 
Musical’, November 2025.  Theatre Credits include ‘Star-To-Be in 
‘Annie’ (Festival Productions, National Concert Hall), Bet in ‘Oliver’ (R&R
Musical Society, National Concert Hall), Gingy/Wicked Witch in ‘Shrek’ (SGPA, Helix Theatre), Sharpay in 
‘High School Musical’ (Encore!, Helix Theatre) and Ermengarde in ‘Hello, Dolly!’ (Pioneers M.D.S, Draíocht) 
. Additionally, she was the Assistant Director for ‘Les Miserables’ at the Helix Theatre with SGPA.  Ríona 
was delighted to perform as a soloist as part of the AIMS Opening Number 2024 (INEC Killarney) and 
has previously had the pleasure of singing with the RTÉ Concert Orchestra in the NCH. She has received 
a High Achiever Award from the Royal Irish Academy of Music and has been nominated for the Leinster 
School of Music and Drama Excellence Award. Ríona is represented by Maureen V Ward Talent Agency. 
Ríona is delighted to perform in her first panto as Belle in ‘Tickles, Beauty and the Beast’, alongside an 
extremely talented cast, production team and crew. 

Tim Landers - Borris
A Tralee based  Dublin native, Tim is absolutely thrilled to be making his 
Civic panto debut this year in the role of Belle’s Dad. He is no stranger 
to panto having appeared in other Irish and UK pantos such as ‘Sinbad’  
at The Playhouse, Essex and  ‘Aladdin’ at Siamsa Tire Theatre, Tralee, 
both times as the Baddie and as one of the Ugly Sisters in his own self 
written version of ‘Cinderella’ at Siamsa,  where he had a ball as Whitney 
Heuston Station !!! . He also appeared as the Man in the Big Red Coat  in 
the SFX panto ‘Santas Xmas Mystery’ some years ago where the music 
was written by Eurovision legend Shay Healy.

He has been  performing in musicals for over 35 years since his musical debut in ‘Seven Brides for Seven 
Brothers’ in Galway in 1990. His favourite musical theatre roles include Judas , PIlate and Herod in ‘Jesus 
Christ Superstar’ , Emcee in ‘Cabaret’ , Father in ‘Children of Eden’,  Jud Fry in ‘Oklahoma’, Judge Turpin 
in ‘Sweeney Todd’, Baron Bomburst in ‘Chitty Chitty Bang Bang’ to name but a few. In June 2014 Tim won 
the Best Comedian award in the Association of Irish Musical Theatre awards for the role of the mad 
German playwright Franz Leibkind in ‘The Producers’. He has also directed many musicals and he won 
Best Director for his production of ‘Guys and Dolls’ at the Waterford Light Opera Festival.  He was also a 
member of the ensemble cast of the Gate Theatre’s 2005  production ‘A View from The Bridge’, directed 
by Mark Brokaw, which was nominated for Best Irish Production in The Irish Times Theatre Awards.
In September 2023 Tim was cast as the main narrator /vocalist in UK production company Seven 
Productions touring stage show ‘Seven Drunken Nights The Story of the Dubliners’, making his West End 
debut at the Dominion Theatre, London in March 2024 and since then he has done three tours touring 
Europe, the UK and Ireland. Last winter he toured the UK and Ireland in the company’s other show 
‘Fairytale of New York’ and he has now performed in over 150 shows for that company.
He would like to wish the cast and crew the very best and hope you enjoy the show.



Austin Prebula - The Prince/Beast
Austin Prebula is excited to join the Civic Theatre’s cast of Tickles, Beauty 
and the Beast for his first Panto. Austin is a graduate of the Manhattan 
School of Music’s inaugural musical theatre program, and has performed 
internationally with the Walt Disney Entertainment Company; having most 
recently performed in Beauty and the Beast Live in Hollywood studios and 
previously created magic at sea as a Main Stage performer aboard the 
Disney Wish on Disney Cruise-lines. Austin is passionate about classical 
theatre and acting, and has trained in Shakespeare at LAMDA and also 
takes classes at the Lir Academy in order to further enrich his craft. 

Sarah Harvey - The Enchantress
At Sallynoggin college of further education, Sarah completed her 
fulltime training in dance. After that, she continued her education at 
the London College of Music and earned a diploma in Musical Theatre 
Performance. During this time she was extended an invitation to train at 
the North London Dance Studios on a full scholarship whilst 
attending Westside Stage School. In addition to that she took vocal 
lessons via the ABRSM under the tuition of Karen Blanzy. Professional 
credits include, ‘Whiskey In The Jar the Musical’ (Irish Premiere), ‘The 
Promise’ (Irish Premiere, Helix Theatre), Lead vocalist in Wilde nights 
on the board The Oscar Wilde for Irish Ferries. In 2015 Sarah performed 
as leading vocalist for one of the most prestigious cruise lines on The
Seabourn Quest completing a world cruise visiting over 20 countries. Sarah was cast as a featured dancer 
in the box office smash hit movie ‘Mrs Browns Boys D’ Movie’. She was lead vocalist and dancer in Rob 
Murphys ‘Let Loose’ which played Vicar Street Dublin. In 2022 Sarah played Fairy Lolly in the civic panto 
‘Sleeping Beauty’. In 2023 she returned to The Civic as the evil stepmother Malaria in ‘Cinderella’. She 
played the evil Baroness Trump last year in the Civic theatres sell out production of ‘Tickles and the 
Beanstalk’. Sarah also performed in her first sell out solo show as part of Musical Mondays here in the 
Civic last year . In addition to that Sarah has been working as a teacher of performing arts to children and 
adults in a variety of stage and theatre schools across Ireland since 2005. 
Sarah is delighted to return to the cast of #TheCivicPanto this year, this time as The Enchantress.



Meet The Crew

Rob Murphy - Producer, Writer & Director
Rob has recently graduated from University College Dublin with a First 
Class Honours Master’s Degree in Theatre Practice. Bull Alley Theatre 
Training Company and Trinity Guildhall London were among his former 
institutions of training. Rob has been working professionally for the past 
fifteen years and his work encompasses acting, performing, theatre 
directing, choreographing, producing, and writing. He is well renowned 
for his performance as panto dame “Buffy” in the yearly pantomime  
production at Dublin’s National Stadium (previously The Tivoli Theatre) - 
‘Queen Of The Panto Dames’ (The Irish Times).

Other career highlights include premiering the one man show ‘69 Shades Of Gay’ for Zac Productions at
Smock Alley Theatre, playing the Wicked Witch in ‘The Wizard Of Oz’ at the Helix, playing The Olympia 
Panto Dame in ‘Jack and The Beanstalk’ 2006 for Spotlight Productions and his own comedy cabaret
show ‘Rob Murphy Let Loose’ recently sold out at Dublin’s legendary Vicar St. He is also a weekly 
contributor on Dublins Q102 breakfast show.
For the last 10 years, he has directed The Civic Theatre Summer Camp. Since 2018, he has also directed 
and produced, in partnership with The Civic, the annual professional pantomine production which has 
been highly successful, entertaining over 16,000 patrons a year. Rob has been an associate artist with the 
Civic for the last four years. He is also the artistic director of Dramatic Action Stage School with classes in 
Dublin, Kildare and Kilkenny and in 2018 won ‘Best School Director’ at the All Ireland Dance Awards. The 
school runs classes five days a week and each season culminates in annual showcases.

Kyra Clifford - Stage Manager
Kyra is a graduate of the Bull Alley Theatre Training Company and holds 
an ATCL Diploma from Trinity Guildhall, London. She is a dedicated 
drama and singing instructor with Dramatic Action Stage School and 
also works extensively as a stage manager and workshop facilitator. 
Kyra is a long-standing drama tutor for the highly successful Civic 
Theatre Summer Camp. Her professional credits include serving as

Assistant Director for ‘Rob Murphy Let Loose’ (Vicar Street, 2022), Assistant Stage Manager for the Civic 
Panto ‘Sleeping Beauty’ (2022), and Stage Manager for ‘Cinderella’ (2023). Kyra also worked on Karl 
Broderick and Alan Hughes’ ‘Aladdin’ (National Stadium, 2021) and toured Ireland with ‘Mary Byrne: Check 
Me Out’, an autobiographical stage production. She is delighted to be returning as Stage Manager for this 
year’s Civic Theatre pantomime. 

He recently wrote and directed ‘Mary Byrne Check Me Out’, a new one woman show starring X Factor
sensation Mary Byrne. The show received rave reviews and toured the country during Summer 2024, 
finishing in Dublin’s Olympia Theatre. He also wrote and directed ‘Safety In Sequins’, a brand new musical
which was featured in the Scene & Heard Festival 2024 and Smock Alley Theatre, Dublin.



Rob Murphy - Producer, Writer & Director Alan McGrath - Choreographer

Elaine is a theatre practitioner with nearly two decades of experience as 
a drama and singing teacher, working with both children and adults in 
Dublin. She graduated from the Bull Alley Theatre Training Company in 
2006 with an ATCL in performance and in 2025 Elaine graduated with a 
Master’s Degree in Theatre Practice from UCD. Since 2018  she has held 
the positions of Musical Director and Assistant Director the Civic Panto, 
and Musical Director for the annual Civic Spooktacular. She also works 
as a vocal coach for numerous primary, secondary, and stage schools 
across Dublin. Elaine also has an active career as a professional 
wedding and events singer - a position she has been active in for two

decades. As Artistic Director of “Train with Elaine,” she provides personalized acting and singing tuition 
for children and adults, specializing in audition preparation, drama and music examination coaching, 
and annual showcases. In 2018, she musically-directed and performed as lead vocalist in ‘Rob Murphy 
Let Loose’ at Dublin’s Vicar Street. She also presented a sold-out solo concert in May 2024, as part of 
the Civic’s Musical Mondays series. Elaine would like to wish the cast and crew the best of luck and a 
wonderful run at the Civic this year. 

Elaine Gallagher - Musical & Assistant Director

Alan has been the Director of Dizzy Footwork Productions Ltd. Dance 
Academy and Drama Academy alongside his sister Lisa McGrath for the 
past 17 years, based in Rua Red Arts Centre Tallaght, which makes this 
extra special for him, working so close to home this Christmas. His Film & 
TV Credits include Disney’s ‘Disenchanted’ (Dance Captain), EMA’s MTV 
Awards, Eurovision 2018, Eurovision 2013, ITV This Morning with 
Jedward, The Voice of Ireland, Ireland’s Got Talent Season One & Two, 
‘Penny Dreadful’, ‘The Tudors’, ‘Vikings’, ‘Little Women’, ‘My Super Sweet 
16’ MTV, Ireland Am Guest Choreographer, RTÉ Junior Industry Expert 
Panel, ‘Don’t Tell The Bride’ (Choreographer) and more.

His theatre credits include ‘Singin’ in the Rain’ (Cork Opera House), ‘Grease’ & ‘Tribute to Earl Gill’ (Gaiety), 
‘Pirates of Penzance’ & ‘Sleeping Beauty’ (Helix), ‘The Nutcracker’, ‘Cinderella’, ‘Sleeping Beauty’, ‘Peter 
Pan’, ‘Beauty & The Beast’, ‘Aladdin’ (Dance Captain & Assistant Choreographer), Late Late Toy Show and 
more. Music Video Choreography credits include ‘Window Pain’ starring Gemma Lee Deveraux, ‘Gone’ 
by James Vincent McMorrow and ‘High & Low’ by Gemma Hayes among others. Alan has also performed 
with artists as varied as Justin Bieber, David Guetta, Jessie J, Selena Gomez, Tao Cruiz and Flo Rida at 
the Odyssey Arena, London Beat, Ace of Base at 3 Arena and was part of the support act for the Westlife 
Farewell Tour. He has also choreographed for Samantha Mumba and performed on the Eurovision Tour. 
He has choreographed for ‘Hansel & Gretel’ Ambassador Theatre, ‘Little Red and The Big Bad Wolf’ Civic 
Theatre, ‘Tickles & The Beanstalk’ Civic Theatre. Duffy’s Circus 2025. Alan would like to say a huge thank 
you to everyone for welcoming him with open arms again this year and would like to wish all the cast and 
crew a very successful run. 



‘Hansel, Gretel & The Witch’ in the Ambassador Theatre. Abbie is delighted to be on board as Assistant 
Choreographer this year and wishes everyone the best of luck.

& a BIG THANK YOU to Inchicore College of Further Education
and all of the student interns involved in this production!

Production Manager: Padraig Brophy
Sound Design: Vinny Osborne 

Lighting Design: Fionn Donnelly
Costumes: Andrew Reddy

Bespoke Costumes: Kevin Hynes
Chaperone/Children’s Safety Officer: Pauline Looney

Set: Michael Courtney / Set4Stage 
Operator: Tara Perry

Promotional Make Up Design: Ali Murphy
Promotional Photography: Carol Cummins

Backing Tracks: Gary Burke/ Ross O’Connor

AND...

Bea is a proud ICFE graduate, where they specialised in 
Stagecraft and Stage Management. This is their second year as 
Assistant Stage Manager with the Civic Panto and they are thrilled 
to be coming back to the madness of pantoland! 

Bea Adomaityte - Assistant Stage Manager

Abbie has recently completed her professional training at the prestigious 
College Of Dance. She has been a dancer in The Civic Panto since 2018, and 
has been Dance Captain since 2023, a role which she thoroughly enjoys. For 
over 14 years, Abbie has been a dedicated student at Dramatic Action Stage 
School. Abbie is now a Tots Teacher at both Dramatic Action Stage school and 
Spotlight Theatre Group. Abbie has performed lead roles in various 
productions at notable venues such as The Civic Theatre and the Tivoli  
Theatre. She has been cast as a principal dancer in numerous stage shows 
and musicals in professional productions across Dublin. Most recently, 
‘Hansel, Gretel & The Witch’ in the Ambassador Theatre. Abbie is delighted to 
be on board as Assistant Choreographer this year and wishes everyone the 
best of luck.

Abbie Finn - Assistant Choreographer



Bea Adomaityte - Assistant Stage Manager



Chorus Ensemble

Team Beauty Team Beast
Principal Troupe

Abbie Finn
Jessica Coules
Katie Kavanagh
Abbie O’Malley

Holly Kelly
Coleen Brennan

Principal Troupe
Sophie Palmer
Ariana Callan

Katie McGrane 
Ella Smith

Eoin Clavin
Sophie Grangahan

Junior Troupe: 
Tinca Tepordei 
Kayleigh Behan

Alana Hall
Orla Curran
Alexa Egan

Evie O’Connor

Junior Troupe:
Ruby Kate Flynn McMahon

Amelia Forde
Riley Healy

Milly McNulty
Lauren Parsons

Darcy Barry

Dance Captains:  Abbie Finn and Sophie Palmer 

Senior Troupe
Holly Weston

Kayla Kavanagh
Zahra Quigley

Julianne Reynolds
Evelyn Harris

Eve Lily Dardis

Senior Troupe
Mollie Ryan

Alanah Lynch
Clodagh O’Brien

Millie Murphy Kelly
Gabriella Rogers

Sam Gannon



Dance 
Act 
Sing 
Be A Star 
Perform On Stage
Make New Friends  
Be Creative
gain confidence

Www.dramaticaction.ie

WhatsApp or Call
Our School Administrator
Pauline on:

0876720651

School Director: Rob Murphy, MA
Rob is the director, writer and

co producer of
THE CIVIC PANTO !!!

Est 2007

Where cre
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takes
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Palmerstown | Crumlin | Maynooth | Kilkenny | Greystones | Finglas

Break A Leg To

all our 14

students dancing

in this years

production :

Tickles, Beauty

& The Beast

New Students

welcome

January 2026
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Christmas edition of The Echo 
in the shops from Thursday December 18th, 
Bumper Edition 112 pages! Don’t miss it! 

Christmas Movies and TV Specials for Christmas and the New Year

 December 18, 2025

Christmas Echoes 
Bumper Edition
 
Christmas 
TV Guide

Interview 
with 
Santa

Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, 
New Year’s Eve, New Year’s Day

With JP 

Working hard to 
get to you safely 
again this year

Church  
Services

Festive 
Food

All the lyrics inside

Christmas 
Sing Along

‘tis theSeason





Artistic Director/CEO Donal Shiels
General Manager Sandra Doyle

Financial Controller Nicola Corrigan
Marketing & Audience Development Manager Niamh Honer

Digital Marketing & Comms Assistant Aisling McDunphy
Education & Engagement Executive Mary Sheehan

Technical Managers Dermot Marrey & Paddy Keating
Operators Tara Perry & Isabel Greene
Box Office/FOH Team Louise Larkin, 

Nikki Keating, Tara Perry & Barbara Dignam
Lobby Design Nikki Keating

Security Gerry Brennan
A special thanks to our Volunteer Ushers

Calum, Codie, Declan, Glen, Gráinne, Holly, Isabel, Jack, Katie, 
Kayla, Kim, Lucy, Louise, Meda, Ryan, Riley & Shona

Cleaning Staff Sandra and Edita
Thanks to all of the staff of Betelnut Café

Thanks to our supporters, 
The Echo, The Buggyman, The Vault Gym, South Dublin 

County Council and The Square, Tallaght
Special Thanks to The Quiet Man and Sabine Dargent.


