
 

Ready, Steady, SHOW! 2020 

  

A Tale of Provocation & Transformation: 

Commission for Early Years and Children 
  

Briefing Document and Application deadline for stage 1, 12 noon, Friday Feb 14th, 2020 
 

Once upon a time, long, long ago, in the not too distant past, it all seemed to happen, as if by 
magic… But slowly, the world began to change and before we knew where we were there were 
forms, and cuts, and strategies and “complications” and lo and behold the artist - who once dreamt 
the great dream and brought forth vistas of great wonder - shrank beneath the burden of the three 
headed beast, Formulae, Deadline and…. Paperwork! 
  
It became a distant memory - imagining, daring, playing, failing, reaching for the stars – but one 
which the true artist never quite gave up on.  
 
Surely, there must be a way to go forward by going back, and hence rescue prince-and-princess 
process from its locked and lofty tower? Surely, we can’t be left out here in this Wasteland to fend 
all by ourselves?  
 
Then suddenly, one January in 2020, along came the intrepid and determined Civic with a whole 
fresh approach designed to liberate the artist from this dungeon of despair and to once more 
motivate a flight of wings back up to the light. 
  
It was quite simple really.  
 
Natural, one might say.  
 
SOIL. SEED. TEND. FLOWER.  
 
These were our watch words. This is our Manifesto. 

  
CHAPTER ONE:  
 
The Civic is holding an Open Call for proposals from artists and play practitioners 
who work with children at the centre of their practice. We want you to create an interactive Creative 
Play Station in The Civic Gallery space. This commission will be presented during the 2020 Ready, 
Steady SHOW! Festival in June 2020. Following this we are keen to tour the installation to venues 
within the South Dublin region and beyond.  
 
The installation should be inspired by the ideas of local children and explore the themes of the 
natural world and the environment. We are particularly keen to hear from artists and play 
practitioners who work and engage with the medium of sound design but artists and play 
practitioners from any background are welcome to apply including dance, music, circus, installation, 
theatre, live art, moving image, sound design and more. Cross-disciplinary Proposals from 
independent artists, collectives or companies are also really welcome. 
 



 
Please see attached link to 360 degree tour of The Civic building: 
 
https://www.civictheatre.ie/your-visit/accessibility/ 
 
CHAPTER TWO:  A BIT OF CONTEXT  
 
The Civic opened in 1999 and has grown to be a pivotal and much-loved cultural beacon in South 
Dublin County and is an integral part of the cultural landscape in Ireland. We have worked tirelessly 
to build and maintain a reputation for artistic excellence and accessibility, providing a year-round 
programme of drama, dance, opera, music, comedy, workshops and youth arts.  
 
We have an ongoing commitment to creating high quality arts experiences for early years and 
children with complex needs. We believe in access to the arts for all, no matter your age, and that 
this is a fundamental human right. We also believe that through engagement with the arts our 
children and young people learn to self-advocate about their own rights.  
 
We support this through the commissioning, programming and touring of work in Dublin and across 
Ireland. We are increasingly commissioning and showcasing exciting new work by early years artists 
that provide genuine engagement with young audiences. We create nurturing and inspiring 
relationships to the arts at the earliest possible age where play, story and imagination are central to 
a child’s way of interacting with life.  
 
A key cornerstone of this policy is our annual children and early year’s commissioning festival, 
‘Ready, Steady, SHOW!’ where we invite some of the best practitioners in this field to come and play 
at The Civic and present their ideas. Building on the success of the previous three years The Civic is 
keen to cement the importance of developing work of excellence at the heart of our Early Years and 
Children’s audience, keeping it firmly at the heart of our programme.  
 
The brief asks the applying artist/s to consider the following in expressing their interest in this 
commission: 
 

 Be willing to take part in workshops with local children as part of the process of project 
development.  

 Examination of these values:  
 
Possibility and transformation 
Creativity and Innovation 
Access and Diversity 
 

Please download the Document of Ideas for a bit more info about work that is getting us excited at 
the moment! 
 
CHAPTER THREE: SELECTION OF THE SUCCESSFUL ARTIST 
 
The Ready Steady SHOW! Commissions will be awarded following a Two Stage process, explained 
below. Selection will be based on the information you give us and in Stage 1 and Stage 2. 
 
No detailed proposals are required in Stage 1 and we have tried to keep the form filing and writing 
to a minimum. We have even included a section where you can simply have a chat about your ideas 



 
on video. It doesn’t have to be tech heavy, just turn on the video function on your phone and email 
it through to us. We want to hear your enthusiasm for the project, not rate your tech skills! 
 
Stage 1: Artists are invited to express their interest in being considered for this project by completing 
the 3 questions listed at the bottom of this document. Please include of a recent copy of your CV 
and images / details of recent 2 relevant works / projects and submission of a 3-5min video of you 
chatting about what themes you want to explore and why you want to be part of Ready Steady 
SHOW! this year.  
 
The closing date for receipt of Stage 1 completed application form together with supporting 
documentation and material is 12 noon, Friday Feb 14th 2020. 
 
Stage 2: From the completed Stage 1 applications; a shortlist of artists will be selected by the 
selection panel to come in for a chat here at The Civic on Thursday 5th March. 
 
A Stage 2 brief will be available to shortlisted artists on Thursday 27th February. The Selection Panel 
will consist of Hannah, our Associate Producer for Children and Early Years, one professional artist, 
and will be chaired by Michael, our Artistic Director.  
 
The Selection Panel whilst being very careful when handling submissions cannot be held responsible 
for any loss or damage to material submitted as part of the commissioning process. Please be sure 
you have copies of all materials, images, samples for your own records.  
 
CHAPTER FOUR: PROJECT DELIVERY TIMELINE 
 
It is anticipated that this project would kick off late March 2020 and the install completed by the 
second week of June 2020. Applicants must be available for the week of the Ready Steady SHOW! 
Festival 7th -13th June 2020. 
 
Artists should be able to show their ability to work to this timeframe.  
 
CHAPTER FIVE: BUDGET 
 
The total budget for this project is: €4,500 (covering fee, materials, production and installation costs) 
 
GRAND FINALE: GUIDELINES, APPLICATIONS AND QUERIES 
 
Have a read of these guidelines and supply supporting documentation and material by email to 
Hannah on early_years@civictheatre.ie by 12 noon, Friday Feb 14th 2020. 
  

 Include a current CV  

 Include details of two recent, relevant works / projects the highest quality examples of your 
work/working practice that best demonstrate your experience for this commission. Please 
don’t send original artworks.  

 Include submission of a 3-5min video of  you or your collective chatting about what themes 
you want to explore and why you want to be part of Ready Steady SHOW! this year. . 

 Keep a copy of your application and any materials you submit for your own reference 
purposes.  

mailto:early_years@civictheatre.ie


 
 
On one page of A4 please: 

 

 Outline your experience in making work for young audiences (max 500 words) 

 What aspects of this commissioning programme appeal to you? What do you hope to learn 
from it? (max 500 words) 

 What are your plans/ambitions for future work for young audiences? (max 200 words) 
 
 
The closing date for receipt of Stage 1 completed application form together with supporting 
documentation and material is 12 noon, Friday Feb 14th 2020. Please contact Hannah, Associate 
Producer, Early Years on early_years@civictheatre.ie with any questions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ready, Steady, SHOW! Is funded by The Civic, South Dublin County Council and The Arts Council. 
 

                          
 

mailto:early_years@civictheatre.ie

