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 The Goddess of Liberty

by Karen Ardiff
Directed by Paul Meade
Civic Theatre Tallaght 21st – 25th Feb 2012
The search for gold and its ultimate cost are sure to resonate in Gúna Nua’s brand new play which is set in 1890’s Alaska, at the height of the gold-rush and its vulgar extravagance.

 
‘There’s gold in them there hills’ at least that’s what Frances and May are hoping, as they anxiously wait for May’s daughter T-Belle to return from her claim in the Chilkoot pass. But the Alaskan gold seams are drying up, Frances isn’t getting any better and the more they dig, the more surprises and secrets they uncover - under the floorboards, down on the docks and in their own heads. Set in an archetypal boom-bust town, the play tells the story of Irish immigrants who have speculated on the town’s continued prosperity, only for misfortune and circumstance to intervene. 

 

Presented by award-winning Irish theatre company, Gúna Nua, in association with the Civic Theatre in Tallaght, The Goddess of Liberty is a touching and heart-breaking tale of family, friendship and survival – as one member’s clandestine venture only comes to light when it’s in jeopardy. This is the first play by award-winning actor and novelist, Karen Ardiff, and it features a strong all female cast, led by Geraldine Plunkett, well known for her role as Mary in Glenroe.  The cast also includes Emma Colohan, Máire Ní Ghráinne and Megan Riordan.
 

Its intriguing storyline touches on themes of contemporary relevance including emigration and economic meltdown.

 

Paul Meade, artistic director of the theatre company Gúna Nua, is delighted to be presenting the world premiere of Karen Ardiff's first play. ”Karen has worked with the company many times as an actress and once she had such success with her debut novel, The Secret of my Face,  it was a natural progression to commission her to write a play for Gúna Nua”, he said.
 

“I am very excited with the results and it promises to be a highly entertaining evening for audiences with plenty of contemporary resonances.  We have a great cast lined up, including Geraldine Plunkett in one of the leading roles, who is well known to Irish audiences from Glenroe”.

  
The Goddess of Liberty runs between January and March 2012 and plays the Project Arts Centre in Dublin and the Belltable in Limerick:

· The Civic Theatre Tallaght, February 21st to 25th
About Gúna Nua:
Gúna Nua was founded in Dublin in 1998. Passionate about producing contemporary pieces by Irish playwrights, it has forged a reputation as a company which champions new and accessible writing and productions for a broad audience. Its recent production Little Gem – another debut play with an all female cast - by Elaine Murphy, won numerous awards and toured in the US and Australia. Paul Meade is a writer, director and actor. His directing and writing credits include Little Gem, Skin Deep, Scenes from a Watercooler and Trousers. This is the seventh collaboration between Gúna Nua and the Civic Theatre.
About Karen Ardiff:
Karen Ardiff is an Irish Times award-winning actor and has performed numerous times in both the Abbey and Peacock theatres. She has also worked with RTE, BBC and TG4. This is Karen Ardiff’s first play since her critically acclaimed novel The Secret of my Face which received rave reviews: 
“A powerful debut novel – the characters stay in the mind of the reader long after the book has been closed”  Bookview Ireland


For more information contact: Miriam Donohoe 087 2393914
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